7g                                     TO THE STUDENTS
Let us first examine the worth of the last idea. Is it an
immoral and degrading act to submit to discipline before one
.begins to have conviction about its necessity ? Is it immoral
and degrading to study subjects according to the school syllabus
if one has no conviction about its utility ? May a boy be excused
from studying his vernacular, if he has persuaded himself that
it is useless ? Is it not true to say that a school boy has no
conviction about the things he has to learn or the discipline he
has to go through ? His choice is exhausted if he had it, when
he elected to belong to an institution. His joining one moans
that he will willingly submit to its rules and regulations. It is
open to him to leave it but he may not choose what or how hs
will learn.
It is for teachers to make attractive and intelligible what
to the pupils may at first appear repulsive or uninteresting.
It is easy enough to say,' I do not believe in God/ For God
permits all things to be said of Him with impunity. He looks
at our acts. And any breach of His Law carries with it, not its
vindictive, but its purifying, compelling, punishment. God's
existence cannot be, does not need to be proved God Is. If He
is not felt, so much the worse for us. The absence of feeling
is a disease which we shall some day throw off nolens volens,
But a boy may not argue. He must out of a sense of disci-
pline attend prayer meetings if the institution to which he be-
longs requires such attendance. He may respectfully put his
doubts before his teachers. He need not believe what does not
appeal to him. But if he has respect for his teachers, he will
do without believing, what he is asked to do, not out of fear,
not out of churlishness, but with the knowledge that it is right
for him so to do and with the hope that what is dark to him
today will some day be made clear to him,
Prayer is not an asking. It is a longing of the soul It is a
daily admission of one's weakness. The tallest among us has
a perpetual reminder of his nothingness before death, disease,
old age, accidents etc. We are living in the midst of death.
What is the value of ' working for our own schemes' when
they might be reduced to naught in the twinkling of an eye,
or>hen we may be equally swiftly and unawares taken away
from them ? But we may feel strong as a rock, if we could truth-
fully say, 'We work for God and His schemes/ Then all is as